
PUT YOUR MONEY WHERE YOUR TOKEN IS 
 

Purpose:  Students will count money and measure in centimeters. 

 

Suggested Grade Level: 2 - 3 

 

Math SOL: Measurement 2.10, 2.11, 3.8 

 

Equipment/Materials Needed:  

1. Pictures of coins 

2. One meter measuring stick per team 

3. Cones or line on the floor to designate starting line 

4. One token or small object per team 

 

Advance Preparation: 

1. Copy and cut out pictures of coins and place face down on the floor or on a table on one side 

of the room. 

2. Put students in teams with 3-4 students per team. 

3. Give each team a metric stick and a token. 

  

Directions: 

1. Tell students to line up behind the starting point (cone, or line on the floor). 

2. Have each team place its token on the starting line. 

3. Explain that each team will advance its token toward a designed spot by collecting coins. 

4. Explain that they may move their token 1 centimeter for each cent they collect.  For example, 

if a student selects a picture of 50 cents, the team moves its token 50 centimeters.   

5. Have one student from each team select a coin picture and take it back to his/her team. 

6. Tell the teams to advance their token by the appropriate number of centimeters.   

7. Have teams continue collecting coins and advancing tokens until all team tokens have 

reached the designate point.   

8. Ask the teams to tell the class how much money it took to reach the designated spot.   

9. Ask teams to count their money in cents and show that the total equals the number of 

centimeters by which their token was moved.   

10. Each team should have approximately the same amount of money/centimeters once its token 

reaches the designated spot.  If applicable, discuss why teams have different totals and how 

human error comes into play. 

 

Teaching Suggestions: 

1. Tell each team to designate a “banker”, who will hold and keep track of the money.   

2. Tell students to take turns measuring and moving the tokens. 

3. Tell all teams to write their totals on the board, and then you check the money totals. 

 

Modifications/Variations: 

1. Have students convert their centimeter totals into meters. 

This lesson was developed by the School Health Initiative Program (SHIP) for the Williamsburg James City County Public Schools (WJCCPS), 

Williamsburg, VA.  SHIP is funded by the Williamsburg Community Health Foundation (WCHF). Parts or all of this lesson can be used and 

reproduced without permission provided that SHIP, WJCCPS and WCHF are credited.  

                                                                               
 


